
Diffusion 



Diffusion 
relationships among people and objects that cross the barrier of 
space 

• Assimilation  
• a group’s cultural features are 

altered to resemble this of 
another group 

• Acculturation  
• changes in culture that result 

from the meeting of two 
groups 

• two groups retain two distinct 
culture features 

• Syncretism  
• combination of elements of 

two group into a new cultural 
feature.  

• merge to form a new culture



Diffusion  process by which a feature spreads across space 
from one place to another over time. 

Hearth - the place where the innovation originates

Where did Hip Hop start?
Where was the first case of AIDS 

discovered?
How did the English Language spread 

over the world? 



Relocation Diffusion • The physical movement of an idea 
from one area to another   

• When people move they carry their 
culture to their new area



Expansion Diffusion 
Hierarchial Diffusion  
- spread of an idea from persons or nodes of authority or power 
to other persons or places.  
-innovations originate in a node (large urban center) and diffuse 
to the periphery (Hip-Hop)   
Technology enhances - internet, twitter, etc.  

Contagious Diffusion  
- rapid widespread diffusion of a characteristic throughout the 
population. (going viral or a new strand of influenza)  

Stimulus diffusion  
- the spread of an underlying principle even though a 
characteristic itself apparently failed to diffuse 
-also encourage by technology 









Connections:  Spatial Interactions
interactions take place through network, a chain of communication 
that connects places. 
• Distance Decay  

• the father away someone is 
from another, the less likely they 
are to interact 

• Space-Time Compression 
• reduction in time it takes for 

something to reach another 
place  

• ideas that originate in a hearth 
diffuse rapidly through 
communication networks 

• Modern networks make it faster 
for us to know information 





How fast do we receive and send communication now?

How small has our world become because of it?


